Removal of Christian Symbolism
This was truly unfortunate for those who interpreted the Lodge symbols as Christian doctrines.
To deprive Freemasonry of the Ancient Craft of its Christian symbolism in an attempt to make it
more universal, was, to them, unmasonic, and characterized as being compared to "removing a
Masterpiece of Art from a gallery, or depriving a Crown of its Most Precious Jewel.
And the Christian Freemason sought out an Order which interpreted his Freemasonry in the
Light of the New Dispensation.
He ended his search when he entered any asylum of Knights Templar.
It was Dr. William F. Kuhn, the great Masonic thinker, who said: "Freemasonry is not a series of
degrees to give those who have the money to purchase them, certain titles and decorations, for
even in Freemasonry 'a fool may be a belted Knight', and an Entered Apprentice may have a
clearer conception of God and man's relation to Him, than he who wears the insignia of the
highest rank. Moral conception does not exist merely in believing but in believing and doing. The
Stoics of Rome persuaded themselves to believe that they were of Divine Essence and
elaborated a finely spun system of philosophy, but they permitted the poor to lie starving at their
doors."
Templars believe in practice; their charities may not be proclaimed from the house tops, but the
records of the smallest preceptor of Knights Templar should prove that Charity and Hospitality
are yet the grand characteristics of this great Christian Order. Templary realizes that it is
hypocritical to profess and teach great platitudes without making an honest effort to practice
what is professed. Our governing body (Sovereign Great Priory) administers a substantial fund
known as The Knights Templar Charitable Foundation, contributed to by all members and
administered without ostentation. This fund originally designed for orphans of deceased Knights
Templar is also used for many deserving welfare cases and education of deserving students,
including those for the ministry.

